TAB’s POTTSTOWN RECYCLING PROGRAM
Tabernacle United Church – Sustainable Living Affinity Group   (SLAG) – November 2009
Twice a year, SLAG collects items from Tab members that cannot be recycled locally, and delivers them to Recycling Services, Inc., in Pottstown, about 40 miles away.  Thank you for your participation!  Here are the items that we collect:

Plastics #1 and #2 which are not collected curbside in Philadelphia.  The city picks up #1’s and #2’s which have narrow necks ONLY.  Therefore, we take everything else to Pottstown, such as plastic hinged blueberry baskets.  Separate #1’s from #2’s, and  sort  into #1 “pete” and #1 all other.
Plastics #3

Plastics #4

Plastics #5

Plastics #6

Unnumbered shaped plastic product packaging from tools, toys, electronics, etc. 

Plastic connectors from beverage 6-packs.

Styrofoam.  Blocky packing material, clean cups and plates.  Any Styrofoam that has a recycling number on it, ignore the number and place with Styrofoam.
Styrofoam packing peanuts.  Keep these separate from other Styrofoam.
Waxy cartons from milk, juice, ice cream, butter, Chinese take-out, etc.  Remove wire handles and flatten.  No need to remove plastic pour spouts.  For plastic tops, see below.

Plastic lids and tops.  Sort into four groups:


Large snap-on lids like from coffee cans.

Small hard tops.

Small soft lids like from plastic milk jugs.

Yogurt-type lids.
Alkaline batteries.  Only alkaline batteries!  (such as from flashlights)
It is important that all your items are CLEAN, DRY, and SEPARATED by the categories listed above, and like-containers STACKED to save room!  It is embarrassing for us when yogurt containers are rejected at Pottstown because they contain moldy yogurt residue!  (This has happened the last two times.)   Place items in large bags or boxes clearly LABELED by category.  

On the collection day at Tab, you will be asked, with the supervision of a SLAG member, to empty your bags into our collection bins.  This is a new system which we anticipate will greatly facilitate the task of delivering your items to their appropriate station at the somewhat confusing center in Pottstown.

We collect $10 per household to pay for the truck or trailer rental, gas, and the Pottstown fee. 
